Source of material
The title compound was obtained by samarium diiodide induced reaction of methyl 2RS-2-( 1 -naphthylmethyl)-4-oxopentanoate in 34% yield (purified by chromatography on silica gel, colourless crystals, mp 453 Κ -455 Κ, recrystallized from hexane/ethyl acetate) [1] .
Discussion
The crystal structure proves the constitution and configuration of the title compound. Due to the cis-arrangement of the 1-hydroxy and the 15-carboxy group formation of a y-lactone was possible. This y-lactone ring and the bridge-head hydrogens at C2 and CI 1 are in as-arrangement. Bonding distances and bond angles show normal values. 
